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allowed far too little weight in distributing the blame
between the parties: to this I wish to solicit the reader's
attention. During the hours of this never-to-be-forgotten
night of wretchedness and anxiety, my friend's reflection was
naturally forced upon the causes which had produced it. In
the world's judgment, he was aware that he himself, as the
one charged with the most weighty responsibility (those who
depend upon him being the most entirely helpless), would
have to sustain by much the heaviest censure : and yet what
was the real proportion of blame between the parties ? He,
when provoked and publicly insulted, had retorted angrily:
that was almost irresistible under the constitution of human
feelings ; the meekest of men could scarcely do less. But
surely the true onus of wrong and moral responsibility for all
which might follow rested upon that party who, giving way
to mixed impulses of rash judgment and of morose temper,
had allowed himself to make a most unprovoked assault
upon the character of one whom he did not know; well
aware that such words, uttered publicly by a person in
authority, must, by some course or other, be washed out
and cancelled ; or, if not, that the party submitting to such
defamatory insults would at once exile himself from the
society and countenance of his professional brethren, Now,
then, in all justice, it should be so ordered that the weight
of public indignation might descend upon him, whoever he
might be (and, of course, the more heavily, according to the
authority of his station, and his power of inflicting wrong),
who should thus wantonly abuse his means of influence to
the dishonour or injury of an unoffending party. "We clothe
a public officer with power, we arm him with influential
authority over public opinion, not that he may apply these
authentic sanctions to the backing of his own malice and
giving weight to his private caprices: and, wherever such
abuse takes place, then it should be so contrived that some
reaction in behalf of the injured person might receive a
sanction equally public. And, upon this point, I shall say
a word or two more, after first stating my own case ; a case
where the outrage was far more insufferable, more deliberate,
and more malicious; but, on the other hand, in this respect
less effectual for injury, that it carried with it no sanction